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Rc: mDoe<ket No. 99·81 (2 GHz MMS Sl!Ir9ige Rules)--

Thl: Honora1l1e Mililiaol K. Powell
Ch.airmlln
Fedcr~ Co%DntLllJicatl,ons ComIIlission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Waabtnston. D.C. 20554

Dear Chair.tum Powell:

Runl Amerlcms tiIrougbout 1hls colD!ttY, iewding m=yofour COZIStitIulau, are still
aWlliting the introduction ofbroaclb~ services. The: Commiun, recogniziug this problem, bas
allocatedsp~ in the 2 GHz band.fbr Mobile Sll1ellite Service ("MSS'') and is eu:a:ailly
world%1g towards issu:ing liccrIIes to the first set ofapplieauts. The successfUl. ope:aiion afMSS
systems will btiDg to unserved and undcrsmed ereas. the samead"~ oommunieatiOIlS
capabilities available to lttPlIZI usors and"'ill ailianclf the capabilities afpublic safety and
military pet5Olll:1CI.

It has c:ome to our attaltiClll that the CoDmlission has beeIl aslced to authoriz, mciJluy
terrcstrlal use lIS a coDl,PIClmlllt to 2 GHz MBS. It is ollt'~ that it Il1ay be necessuy
to pro'l'idc 2 G8% MSS oparatOl:ll '/Pith the daibility to e.ogqe in atlCm~ter:Ie8trial sentice in
order to CQSUre the ti.ll.ancial viability an4 the e1Iicicmt w;e on GHz spCIdrum by MSS oPllllltOrS ­
" a ooncept the ComulissiQD1w endorsedprevioU&ly~th respact to other satelHte se:rvice. Twe
GHz MSS operatotl will not be able: to lll1t¥t the bllliOIlS ofdDUm in1inaIldsl capital D-COeBsaxy
to build and la~ theira~wilhout the abili1;y to muimize tbdr lIl'cctrum eflicimcy
throuah an ancillary terrestrial compon8!1l. Th<nforc. lIZlA:illaxy tm:D8trial service ....m ri·nc.
the ability ofMSS opetIltors to sezve: CUBtomen byimpxoving rhc economics ofMSS. This
propOsal do..s not require allocation of adcIitianlll spectrum or sharb:lg among di:f'!erc:nt licomsces.
Add.ltiotul1ly, torres!rilll service ""Quld be allowc:d only a1tllreomm~ operation ofthc satellite
seMee lDld in .. D:IlUlIle:1' consistent with prior Commission dccisiom on combined use aystl:l:l1S.

MSS sy&temIIl!,lJ.ve the: unique ability to iUlcomplish a host ofI'ublic policy goals. If
permitted to provide ancilllllY tetrestrial smvice, 2 GHz MSS operators win be able to provicle
ubiquito~ global connectivity. Since millions ofAmerio~.""ho live in rural arc:as CUIIetltly
have no mobile voice or clatas~ an MSS network will be thllirblllt, ifnot their only cfulice
for fast digital connectiol1J. In additlOI.l, military, maritime, recreational, a.o.d pub:Q" nfety 1ISc:5
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Sinoerely,

will beaetit from MSS coverage ofIUlill arQa$. Tn the cue of a natural disMter or other crisis,
MSS may p,,-ovide the only commWJicatiOIlS link for military, II1Iritime, and public safety
personnel, lU!d TIlc:rlllltiouaI USllI1l. ;

as om~ltb~200:¥§~ aetVice is to:V::~~=W..:!:e1nP'¢ Fda tho iMno ~'i QPick!¥

c1csi bllild, I:(Id 10 their w IZId k ect, ofthe
SeJ'VlCe rulOli remain UDder reeonaidlnl:ian. cr 11 t

n.ex"fona, we UYgS yoa. to lJlOve as quic:kly as possible to decide the tequest to ac!d an meillory
terrestrial component to 2 GHz MSS servillC- ,. .



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 17,2001
OFFICE OF

TfoiE CHAIRMAN

The Honorable Ernest F. Hollings
Ranking Member
Committee on Commerce
United States Senate
558 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Hollings:

Thank you for your letter concerning a proposal recently made to the Commission to
authorize terrestrial use of Mobile Satellite Service ("MSS") spectrum in the 2 GHz band. I am
committed to policies promoting the provision of broadband communications services to rural,
unserved and underserved areas of the country. The Commission recognizes the potential of
MSS systems to achieve this goal.

In March 200 I, the Commission received two proposals from MSS operators to reuse
assigned MSS frequencies with terrestrial base stations to provide a terrestrial component to their
networks. The proposals present a number of options for implementation under existing
spectrum allocations and service rules. The proposals also challenge the Commission to be
innovative reconciling different regulatory regimes for satellite and wireless services. The
Commission's staff soon will provide recommendations on how to proceed in considering these
proposals. We have placed your letter in the public record of this proceeding.

Thank you for sharing your views on this matter. I would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this with you further.

Michael K. Powell
Chairman



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMiSSION

WASHINGTON

May 9, 2001

OFFICE OF
THE CHA.JRMAN

The Honorable Ted Stevens
Chairman
Committee on Appropriations
United States Senate
S-128 The Capitol
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chairman Stevens:

Thank you for your letter concerning a proposal recently made to the Commission to
authorize terrestrial use of Mobile Satellite Service ("MSS") spectrum in the 2 GHz band. I am
committed to policies promoting the provision of broadband communications services to rural,
unserved and underserved areas of the country. The Commission recognizes the potential of
MSS systems to achieve this goal.

In March 2001, the Commission received two proposals from MSS operators to reuse
assigned MSS frequencies with terrestrial base stations to provide a terrestrial component to their
networks. The proposals present a number of options for implementation under existing
spectrum allocations and service rules. The proposals also challenge the Commission to be
innovative reconciling different regulatory regimes for satellite and wireless services. The
Commission's staff soon will provide recommendations on how to proceed in considering these
proposals. We have placed your letter in the public record of this proceeding.

Thank you for sharing your views on this matter. 1 would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this with you further.

Michael K. Powell
Chairman



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 17,2001
OFFICE OF

THE CHAIRMA:'Il

The Honorable John D. Rockefeller, IV
United States Senate
531 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Rockefeller:

/
()/-/'tJ

Thank you for your letter concerning a proposal recently made to the Commission to
authorize terrestrial use of Mobile Satellite Service (nMssn) spectrum in the 2 GHz band. I am
committed to policies promoting the provision of broadband communications services to rural,
unserved and underserved areas of the country. The Commission recognizes the potential of
MSS systems to achieve this goal.

In March 2001, the Commission received two proposals from MSS operators to reuse
assigned MSS frequencies with terrestrial base stations to provide a terrestrial component to their
networks. The proposals present a number of options for implementation under existing
spectrum allocations and service rules. The proposals also challenge the Commission to be
innovative reconciling different regulatory regimes for satellite and wireless services. The
Commission's staff soon will provide recommendations on how to proceed in considering these
proposals. We have placed your letter in the public record of this proceeding.

Thank you for sharing your views on this matter. I would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this with you further.

;&v-/
Michael K. Powell
Chairman
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WASHINGTON

May 17,2001

The Honorable Byron L. Dorgan
United States Senate
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Dorgan:

Thank you for your letter concerning a proposal recently made to the Commission to
authorize terrestrial use of Mobile Satellite Service ("MSS") spectrum in the 2 GHz band. I am
committed to policies promoting the provision of broadband communications services to rural,
unserved and underserved areas of the country. The Commission recognizes the potential of
MSS systems to achieve this goal.

In March 200 I, the Commission received two proposals from MSS operators to reuse
assigned MSS frequencies with terrestrial base stations to provide a terrestrial component to their
networks. The proposals present a number of options for implementation under existing
spectrum allocations and service rules. The proposals also challenge the Commission to be
innovative reconciling different regulatory regimes for satellite and wireless services. The
Commission's staff soon will provide recommendations on how to proceed in considering these
proposals. We have placed your letter in the public record of this proceeding.

Thank you for sharing your views on this matter. I would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this with you further.

;;;;fiIldl
Michael K. Powell
Chairman


